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Short Version

José de Gea Fernandez holds a PhD in Robotics (2011) from the University of Bremen, Germany.
Currently, he is Senior Researcher and the Head of the Team "Robot Control* at the Robotics
Innovation Center (RIC) of DFKI. He has co-authored over 40 scientific publications and has been
involved and acted as project leader of several German national (BMBF, DFG, BMWi, DLR) and
European projects (EU, ESA) in diverse areas within his research in robotic (mobile) manipulation and
collaborative robotics.

Long Version

José de Gea Fernandez, born in 1976, received his M.Sc. in Electronics Engineering (2002) from the
Technical University of Catalunya (UPC), Spain and his PhD in Robotics (2011) from the University of
Bremen, Germany. Between 2003 and 2009 he was a Researcher at the Robotics Group of the
University of Bremen. Since 2009 he is working at the Robotics Innovation Center (RIC) of DFKI
(German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence) in Bremen. There, from 2011 to 2013 he acted as
Deputy Head of the Department for "Mobility and Manipulation”. Currently, he is Senior Researcher and
the Head of the Team "Robot Control". He has co-authored over 40 scientific publications and has been
involved in different German national (BMBF, DFG, BMWi, DLR) and European projects (EU, ESA) in
several areas within his research in robotic manipulation. He led the DFKI team in the German project
SemProm, which specified the software / hardware characteristics and designed the control strategies
for the humanoid robot AILA. He acted as project leader of the DFKI contributions in the EU Project
Robofoot and led the four-year project BesMan (Behaviors for Mobile Manipulation), funded by BMWi
(German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology) and DLR (German Space Agency). His main
research area is on mobile manipulation, basically interested on control concepts to perform complex
manipulation actions in unstructured and dynamically changing environments. He is also active in the
area of safe human-robot collaboration, currently leading the European project FourByThree in which
DFKI RIC develops new series-elastic actuators to create safer industrial robot manipulators. Moreover,
he led the cooperation project IMRK with Volkswagen in which a novel safe and intuitive dual-arm
robotic system was developed for human-robot collaboration in production scenarios. Currently, he
leads the DFKI RIC contributions in the project HyBr-iT (funded by German Federal Ministry of
Education and Research - BMBF) in the area of human-robot collaboration which includes important

industrial participation.
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1. General Information

Address German Research Center for Artificial Intelligence (DFKI)
Robert Hooke Str. 1, 28359 Bremen, Germany

Phone +49 421 178 45-4112

Email jose.de_gea_fernandez@dfki.de

Website http://www.dfki.de/robotics

2. Academic Education and Degrees

Feb 2011 PhD in Robotics (Dr.-Ing.). University of Bremen, Germany

1998 — 2001 MSc Electronics Engineering. Technical University of Catalunya (UPC),
Barcelona, Spain

1995 — 1998 BSc Industrial Electronics Engineering. Technical University of Catalunya (UPC),
Barcelona, Spain

1990 — 1995 Technician in Industrial Electronics (5-year degree), Barcelona, Spain

3. Occupational Career since Graduation

2016 — Team Leader "Robot Control”, DFKI Robotics Innovation Center, Bremen, Germany

2013 - 2015 Co-Team Leader "Intelligent Kinematics", DFKI Robotics Innovation Center, Bremen,
Germany

2011 -2013 Deputy Head of Department “Mobility and Manipulation”, DFKI Robotics Innovation
Center, Bremen, Germany

2011 - Senior Researcher, DFKI Robotics Innovation Center, Bremen, Germany

2009 — 2011 Researcher, DFKI Robotics Innovation Center, Bremen, Germany

2003 - 2009 Research Assistant (WiMi), Robotics Group of the University of Bremen, Germany

2002 - 2003 Hardware / Software Engineer, LADEL S.A., Barcelona, Spain

1999 - 2001 Hardware / Software Engineer, ECOTECNIA S.C.C.L., Barcelona, Spain
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4, Additional Information

Committees:
Reviewer for IROS’13, IROS’15, ECMR’13, IFAC 2008, DFG Research Grants (Individual
Proposals), DAAD Study Scholarships, RAS Journal, ICRA 2018 and ICRA 2017 Associate
Editor
Co-organizer IROS 2015 Workshop on “Safety for Human-Robot Interaction in Industrial
Settings”
Member of the final selection committee of the “La Caixa” grants (the most prestigious
scholarships in Spain) for postgraduate studies (Master and PhD) in Europe.

o Barcelona (22 April 2013) and Madrid (24-25 April 2013).

Membership of Societies and Groups:
IEEE Member
Member of "IEEE-RAS Technical Committee on Mobile Manipulation”
Collaborator of the Research Group "Innovation and Entrepreneurship” at Technical University
of Matar6-TecnoCampus (UPC), Barcelona, Spain
Collaborator Master Studies “Industria 4.0” at Universitat Oberta Catalunya (UOC), Barcelona,
Spain
Founding member of the “Society of Spanish Researchers in Germany” (CERFA)
o Director of the Bremen-Niedersachsen Chapter (2012-2014)
o National Vice-President (2014-2015)
o Member of the Executive Board and vice-director of the Bremen-Niedersachsen
Chapter (2015-present)

Awards:
Scholarship: "Experimental Cognitive Robotics", series of conferences for young researchers
organized by the European Science Foundation (ESF) and the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (JSPS). Twenty-five European students and twenty-five Japanese students were
selected to assist to the workshop with all costs covered.
o Location: Kanagawa, Japan. Dates: 09/03/2008 - 15/03/2008
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